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CHINESE BLOOD BANK WILL SERVE ARMY AT CHANGSHA 



Changsha, capital of Hunnan Province, 
will be the wartime location of the Blood 
Bank. Final arrangements have been con ■ 
eluded between Surgeon- General Loo Chih- 
teh and Alfred Kohlberg, Chairraan of the 
ABMAC Executive Committee, who is now in 
China at the invitation of Chinese Govern- 
ment officials. The chief function of the 
staff will be to pass on their American 
training in the technique of preparing and 
using plasma to large numbers of Chinese 
doctors, nurses and laboratory technicians. 
In this way adequate staffs will be ready 
to man as many blood banks as the Chinese 
Army will need. 



In a recent cable 
Mr. Kohlberg informed 
the Bureau that the 
Commanding General of 
the Ninth War Area, un- 
der whose supervision 
the Blood Bank will 
operate, guarantees it 
a suitable building, 
electricity, fuel and 
a sufficient number of 
donors. The support 
of the British Red 
Cross Hospital in this 
area has been pledged 
by its director. 

Until it goes to 
China the Blood Bank 
continues to operate 
in New York, serving 
the dual function of 
giving additional ex- 
perience to the staff 
and preparing plasma 
for China’s soldiers. 

As soon as 1000 units 
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of dried plasma are ready shipment to China 
can be begun. During its first three months 
of operation it has received 523 donations » 

In order to secure the necessary number of 
additional donors, the .American Bureau has 
launched an intensive campaign, for which 
Cyrus LeRoy Bladridge has contributed the 
striking poster reproduced below. This 
appeal has been answered by many members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States. The 
City of New York was represented by Comp- 
troller Joseph V. McGoldrick and Irving Huie, 
Commissioner of Public Works. 

Group delegations have come from the 
headquarters of United China Relief and from 

Time , Life and Fortune 
magazines. Early in 
October the Blood Bank 
will observe "National 
War Fund Week" during 
which delegations are 
expected from each of 
the Fund’s 16 member 
agencies. Opening 
ceremonies will be at- 
tended by prominent 
personages connected 
with the member agen- 
cies which include the 
United Nations Groups. 
Several large labor 
unions have promised 
their support. 

The Bureau extends 
sincere thanks to all 
who have given blood to 
China. To its friends 
who still want to help 
China it says, "Don't 
delay; make your ap- 
pointment today." 
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CHINESE PEOPLE NEED DENTAL CARE 

by 

David S. K. Dai, D.D.S., M.P.H. 

Dr. A. W, Lindsay, Dean of the College 
of Medicine and Dentistry of West China 
University has stated, "An oral health ex- 
amination of China’s population would pre- 
sent very similar defective conditions to 
those found in such countries as England 
or the United States. A survey of these 
conditions and an analysis of the compiled 
statistics would reveal unlimited dis- 
orders of the teeth themselves accompanied 
by numberless defects or diseases of their 
supporting tissues and structures." 



My own military and civilian profes- 
sional experiences in West China, Shanghai, 
Kwangsi, and the border of Tibet have 
firmly convinced me that Dr. Lindsay’s 
statement is correct. The cause of the 
death of the famous General Wu Pei Fu was 
a tooth infection. Incidentally, General- 
issimo Chiang Kai-shek is edentulous. 



It is true in most areas of China that 
the people can scarcely secure adequate 
dental treatment. At times patients suffer 
not only from dental diseases but also from 
the treatment given by unqualified practi- 
tioners. Patients are attacked by secondary 
infections because of esteomyelitis or sep- 
ticemia, following the extractions performed 
by quacks. Impacted third molars leading to 
serious pericoronal infection are very fre- 
quent. As a result of untreated teeth with 
exposed pulps, periapical infection is com- 
mon. Extensive pyorrhea and gingivitis are 
found in all areas. 

It may be true that the incidence of 



dental caries among Chinese people is consid- 
erably lower than among the western peoples. 
Dr. G. A. Agnew, Professor of Pathology at 
West China Union University, reported that 
the dental caries incidence in. West China ap- 
proximates 45 per cent in adults and 70 per 
cent in children. The incidence of caries in 
children apparently is increasing in urban 
areas where it is already higher than in 
rural areas. However, it should be remembered 
that since x-ray facilities were lacking, 
and since only the occlusal and large proxi- 
mal cavities were noted, the examination on 
which these statements were based must be 
considered to be only partially complete. 

My own oral examination of 1250 chil- 
dren from two refugee primary schools in the 
small town of Wenkiang (which was made at 
the health center of the three medical schools 
in Chengtu in 1941) showed that 1001 children 
had dental defects. These defects included 
involvements of the teeth themselves, as well 
as their supporting tissues. In the same 
year, I was requested by an orphanage to un- 
dertake emergency treatment for those or- 
phans who were suffering from severe tooth- 
aches. Of a total of 312 refugee orphans, I 
found that 298 had dental diseases. 

There can be no doubt that the inci- 
dence of oral diseases among the Chinese 
children, as well as adults, will be increas- 
ing due to the war and the resultant movement 
of people from their home localities to other 
communities where changes in diet and environ- 
ment are entailed. This increase in dental 
diseases will be a challenge to the Chinese 
national health program. 

It can be stated without fear of contra- 
diction that the Chinese government will be 
unable to provide adequate funds and suffi- 
cient personnel for the care of the adult, 
since China is a country of great size with 
a large portion of the population living at 
a low economic level, and since there is an 
extreme shortage of dentists (only about 300 
qualified dentists for a population of about 
450,000,000 people). Obviously, therefore, a 
national dental health service should be 
based on preventive steps rather than on. any 
attempt to eradicate the present accumula- 
tion of dental disease in China. Dentistry 
for children, of course, should be the key- 
stone of the initial governmental dental 
(continued, on page 6) 
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clinically, affects only a few individuals. 




Bird's Eye View of Third Branch School 



FIELD WORKERS STUDY MEDICAL TACTICS 

At the Third Branch Training School in 
Kunhsien 13 weeks of intensive work has 
been, found sufficient to make excellent 
field workers of the majority of trainees. 
The daily routine is strenuous. The train- 
ees get up at dawn and have an hour and a 
half of military drill after reveille. The 
first of their two meals is eaten at 8:00 
A.M. Classes continue from 8:30 A.M. to 
4:20 P.M. with a- brief pause at midday for 
rest and exercise. The second meal is 
followed by a final class on political sci- 
ence, military tactics or music. After a 
brief recreation period trainees study 
until taps at 9 P.M. 

Every opportunity is given trainees 
for the actual performance of all technical 
procedures taught. Classroom work is kept 
at a minimum, the ratio of lectures to 
practice and drills being roughly 1:2. Two- 
thirds of the sanitation course is devoted 
to drills designed to impress trainees 
with the importance of sanitation in the 
prevention and control of epidemics. 

Courses in preventive medicine feature 
the application of practical control mea- 
sures. Emphasis is laid on diseases which 
affect large numbers of troops at the same 
time. From the standpoint of an army field 
service a non-fatal, highly prevalent dis- 
ease like scabies is a mo re serious problem 
than a disease which, though more serious 



An efficient Army Medical Service must 
be well trained in medical tactics. Here, 
trainees are introduced to military knowl- 
edge by the use of a specially built sand- 
tray which illustrates land terrains, posi- 
tions of the fighting forces, of hospitals 
and first aid stations, lines of attack and 
supply. Four Sunday mornings and three en- 
tire weekdays are devoted to medical tac- 
tics manoeuvres. Battalion, regimental and 
divisional aid stations are established in 
farmhouses over a stretch of more than two 
kilometers in the neighborhood of the school 
and the Training Hospital serves as the Army 
Field Hospital. The objectives of the medi- 
cal service in relation to the attainment of 
military objectives are made clear to the 
trainees. Detailed information on ways and 
means of evacuation of the wounded is given 
because the roadless areas have intensified 
the difficulties of evacuation. 

The shortages of teaching staff and of 
materials which face all the branch training 
schools are particularly acute at Kunhsien 
as it lies in a remote district with very 
poor lines of communication. Despite such 
shortcomings the school has succeeded in 
training able and enthusiastic men for the 
Amy Medical Service, graduating 333 Medical 
Officers and Subordinates between October 
1941 and August 1942. The good work done by 
the Third Branch Training School has been 
made possible by the generous contribution 
made by the Commonwealth Fund through the 
American Bureau for Medical Aid to China. 




Trainees Learn Medical Tactics From Sandbox 



- 3 - 



'f i$ 

-f - $}xG] 

X. *. -f % *$r 3 |~ *%, & & -&■%&*$ 

% & i 3 L -rz X -f- A.,'#' ^ ^ vj 

*4 •?' X ^ d" ^.^+ 8 fL 

^ ^ SpL r&- = 2 - g 'If i|_ -lr £ — 

$, /^ as - n # ifcf-Jt* 

^ V* si *■ 4 >s ^ 'f *8 >&£j 

*1 ■s-’G «f F 4 b$U>y 

%. 3L~& 'T A-*A •x-X ■#&'*£.# 

?& l£ S§ ^ ^ ^ -il; 4~4 ft ^ 

| %*».% i£ 4 rtf-r ^*--;* 1 i , a 

jij. ^ "’"^'^l^^ft 

*T,£ *| * £ ^ ^ ! 

#c.4f si i§) -I* ■*•# 

=t i if,-H !&**»!,-',*» • ^4 «?H1 

a' I it #> 

%■%'% *£.& -3- - •*" s- ^~^r3t 2-^r 
$• ^ J£ ^t ,^ 7 ^ t 1 ^ 

-£. *| ?&? 14 & $ t. 4 3 rtMi **~\ 

■& t^_ — Aj z- *c ^ > | ?& 

4t flU-H:.^.^^ * f^/f- ■* f jf *«.;& 
2- & <1 * $ fc* * f If f 
Aj ^ /V -4 *t »,-* f JML *'-£ 
#. £ 8 # f 

AT 4 ■*$ *£ jSl. % a '*> i% ^ 3| ^ * m itjfjy 
^ 4 tp /9 A' % - 4 i ?• — *J v» — 

$ »*«.f f ■$* s * ■*• * ^.£ f I 



^4 -« — ^ ^ A- ^ &\ A 5-0 

A'-f.'j ^ ° 6 /u A- 4 J - 

45 # * -«; •**&$ ■«-'«- 

a x ^ x f ^ -if^t-r^ 

-f 1 4 #. # 6 «- 

# 4 . #■ 

4 - ^ ^ ^ f ^ 

Jer 3 L & A ^ S£ ^ j| 

4 a£ as.jjj-4. ^ ^ * -sr j£- t ^ 

^ i ^ ?tL^ ^ R ^ * 4 * 

f ^ f 

•Jl ^ 34 > M fy> T. 



CHINESE OVERCOME WARTIME SHORTAGES 

In wartime China many practical prob- 
lems arise from the shortage of materials 
and the lack of ordinary facilities. One 
such problem concerns the fixation of frac- 
tures. Simple fixation with wooden splints 
is unsatisfactory, while it is impossible 
to obtain sufficient plaster of Paris to 
use in the accepted way. After repeated 
experiments, checked by x-ray examinations, 
the Department of Surgery at the EMSTS has 
devised a method of fixation combining the 
use of wooden splints and plaster of Paris. 
Although not ideal, it is the best method 
possible in existing conditions. 

The Department of Nursing at the EMSTS 
has devised several kinds of simple appara- 
tus to remedy the deficiencies of the regu- 
lar field equipment. A drinking tube has 
been constructed of bamboo and rubber. A 
bedpan, consisting of a wooden frame with 
a detachable pan made from a kerosene tin, 
is another successful improvisation. 



Dr. David S. K. Dai, who contributed 
the informative article on China’s dental 
problem in this issue, is the first Chi- 
nese dentist to be offered a membership in 
the American College of Dentists. 
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Carpenter Shop Turns Out Boxes 
For Standard Medical Supplies 



EMSTS MANUFACTURE LABORATORY EQUIPMENT 

At the Central School of the EMSTS at 
Kweiyang a notable attempt is being made 
to produce technical equipment. The ma- 
chine shop manufactures dental, opthalmo- 
logic and orthopedic instruments, and 
large amounts of apparatus for the bacter- 
iology, physics and chemistry laboratories. 
Fair quantities of accessories for the 
Sanitary Engineering Corps and Motor Trans- 
port Service have been supplied. 

The shop was opened in 1940 when a 6- 
foot lathe, a drill and other pieces of 
machinery were purchased. A valuable ad- 
dition was a rebuilt 8-foot lathe donated 
by ABMAC in 1941. A milling machine is 
the only essential equipment still miss.- 
ing. There is a foundry whe-re blasting is 
done in a furnace made from a gasoline 
drum. The power plant, with a generator 
belted on a Studebaker engine and using a 
charcoal-gas producer made in the shop, 
supplies electric light for the school 
and power for the vaccine plant. 

General repairs and replacements for 
the school are done in the shop which pro- 
duces a variety of articles ranging from 
5mm screws to charcoal-gas producers for 
motor vehicles. When some minor apparatus 
belonging to the Department of Physiology 
was sent to the branch schools it was re- 
placed by the machine shop. The carpentry 
shop makes moulds for motor engine pistons 



and general utility parts. It has turned 
out more than 4000 specially designed wood 
boxes used for packing the standard sup- 
plies of the Medical Relief Corps. 

In May 1942 an electric plating shop 
was installed. Its first accomplishment 
was the replating of a collection of sur- 
gical instruments which had been demaged 
by fire. In this shop the life of pre- 
cious steel instruments can be prolonged 
by .chromium plating. It has also been 
possible to improve the production of art- 
ificial limbs in the Orthopedic Center by 
plating the hinges. This is the only shop 
of its kind in Kweiyang and it has already 
received many outside orders. 




Kweiyang' s Only Electric Plating Shop 



HOMEWARD BOUND 

On their way back to China are four 
Chinese whose transportation was arranged 
by the American Bureau. Two are nurses: Miss 
Evelyn Lin who will be Superintendent of 
Nurses at the teaching hospital of the Na- 
tional Central University Medical School at 
Chengtu, and Miss Hui-yin Wang who will 
serve as Director of Public Health Nursing 
in Szechuen Province. Dr. Y.K. Wu, who has 
been specializing in thoracic surgery, will 
be connected with the Central Hospital at 
Kweiyang and will be the onl;y Chinese in 
Free China qualified to do chest surgery. 

The fourth member of the group is C.S.Hsueh, 
a public health statistician. Mr. Hsueh, who 
has been working in the Census Bureau in 
Washington, will be a valuable addition to 
the staff of the National Institute of Health. 
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ABMAC DIRECTOR VISITS CHINA’S 
MEDICAL LEADERS 



EMSTS STRESSES VALUE OF NURSING 



On July 11th, Alfred Kohlberg, Chair- 
man of the ABMAC Executive Committee, ar- 
rived in Chungking. Mr. Kohlberg flew to 
China as representative of Dr. Donald Van 
Slyke, President of the Bureau, who was 
unable to accept the invitation of the 
Chinese Government. 

The purpose of Mr. Kohlberg’ s trip is 
to work out with the Chinese authorities 
the Bureau’s future program and to make 
preparations for the time when the reopen- 
ing of the Burma Road and other lines of 
communication will make possible greatly 
increased shipments of medical supplies. 

In carrying out his mission Mr. Kohlberg 
went to Kweiyang to visit the EMSTS, Hsiang- 
ya and Kweiyang Medical Colleges, and the 
Army Medical College at nearby Anshun. He 
also planned to inspect the work of the 
Medical Relief Corps, of the Army Medical 
Administration, and of EMSTS units in 
Kweilin, Heng-yang, Changsha and Milo. 



The Chinese Blood Bank welcomes to its 
staff Dr. Luetta Chen who will accompany it 
to China as laboratory technician. Dr. Chen 
has specialized in botany and biology, re- 
ceiving the degree of M.A. from Oberlin and 
a Ph.D. from Radcliffe in 1942. 



CHINESE PEOPLE NEED DENTAL CARE 

(Continued from page 2) 

service. 

All considerations of existing facts 
and conditions indicate the urgent need 
for rapid organization of dental educa- 
tion and practice in China. 

Assisted by the American Bureau for 
Medical Aid to China, the National Health 
Administration in 'cooperation with the edu- 
cational institutions concerned is ready to 
initiate a State Dental Health Program for 
the demonstration of public health dentist- 
ry and the training of dental personnel to 
provide the public health dental service. 
Such a program may be utilized to solve 
China’s great dental problem and to develop 
Chinese dentistry to a place equal to any 
in the world within a short period of time. 



A conspciuous weakness of the Chinese 
Army Medical Service has been its lack of 
an efficient nursing system. The attitude 
that nursing should be left to ignorant 
and untrained orderlies still lingers. 

To mitigate this weakness the EMSTS 
gives special training to Assistant Medi- 
cal Officers who usually form the house 
staff of army hospitals. They are en- 
couraged to shoulder, along with their 
medical work, the duties of head-nurse so 
that they can direct and supervise the 
lower ranks in nursing tasks. The course 
for these officers consists largely of the 
nursing procedures that can be carried out 
in the combat zone, along lines of communi 
cation and at the rear. Special emphasis 
is placed on teaching methods and the or- 
ganization of nursing work in a hospital. 
These courses have been so successful in 




interesting medical officers that many of 
them have requested further instruction. 

Orderlies receive a course giving a 
few simple nursing procedures and stress- 
ing cleanliness and a regard for the pa- 
tient’s comfort. The course for army medi- 
cal subordinates and Red Cross nursing 
subordinates adds such topics as asepsis. 
Some graduates spend two years in the 
field and then complete their training at 
regular nursing schools. Others return 
to the EMSTS after a period of service to 
take the course for nursing technicians, 
which includes public health nursing. 
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Ernsts Printing Press 



TEACHERS PREPARE MEDICAL TEXTBOOKS 
IN CHINESE 

The work of the EMSTS in training 
medical personnel for the Army has been 
hampered by the lack of technical books 
needed for teaching. This is due not 
only to the war, but to the fact that 
most medical schools in China have used 
English and German books. Few good med- 
ical textbooks exist in Chinese and the 
majority of students at the EMSTS know 
no other language. 



ments in medicine and to encourage a stand- 
ard improvement of methods in the light of 
common experience. 

The school has a library containing 
1607 medical books in foreign languages 
and 405 in Chinese. It also contains 
3,636 numbers of foreign medical journals 
and 296 numbers of Chinese journals, the 
great majority of these having been con- 
tributed by ABMAC. The circulation is 
about 60 books and 30 journals a month. 

The development of the work of the EMSTS 
has revealed the need for more books in 
Chinese, especially on such preclinical 
subjects as pathology and physiology. 

The Reading Club of the Medical Faculty 
which holds regular weekly meetings is 
preparing its members to translate medi- 
cal literature from English into Chinese 
with the aim of supplying this lack. 



NEW SECRETARY OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 

Dr. C.Y. Tai was recently appointed 
secretary to the Commission on Medical 
Education. The Commission functions as 
part of the Ministry of Education under 
the Executive Yuan in Chungking. 



To remedy this defect members of the 
EMSTS teaching staff have compiled a ser- 
ies of Standing Orders. Six volumes, deal- 
ing with medical tactics, surgery, medi- 
cine, preventive medicine, nursing and 
sanitation, have been printed and during 
the past three years 20,000. copies of them 
have been distributed to various military 
organizations. Volumes in preparation deal 
with laboratory medicine , radiology, nu- 
trition and dietetics, anti-gas precau- 
tions, stretcher drill and methods of 
evacuation. These are all manuals of the 
simple, practical kind needed by field 
workers in wartime. 

The School publishes a quarterly 
journal "Wei Sheng Pao Tao", of which 
five numbers have already been issued by 
the school’s own press. It contains orig- 
inal articles by members of the school 
staff, dealing primarily with questions 
of wartime redicine. This is circulated 
chiefly to graduates of the school and to 
field units of the Medical Relief Corps 
to keep them informed of recent develop- 



Dr. H. T. Chu, the Bureau’s Advisor 
on the China Program, was a delegate to 
the annual conference of the Chinese Stu- 
dents Christian Association at Princeton 
from September 1 through September 4. 
Among the Chinese leaders who attended 
the conference to study China’s Postwar 
Problems were Bishop Yu-Pin, Chih Meng, 
Director of the China Institute, Dr. C.L. 
Hsia, Director of Chinese News Service, 
Dr. James Yen and Dr. Wu Yi-fang. 



American Bureau for Medical Aid to China 
Participating in United China Relief 

A dollar bill attached to this blank 
brings the Bulletin for one year. 

I enclose |1 for the Bulletin for one year. 

I enclose $ for medical relief. 

Name 

(please print) 



Address 



- 7 - 



CHINA NEEDS 230,000 DOCTORS 



Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek’s pro- 
gram of reconstruction calls for 230,000 
doctors within the next ten years. The 
possibilities of meeting this goal were 
discussed by Dr. Chiao Tsai, Professor of 
Physiology at National Central University, 
Medical School, at a recent meeting of the 
ABMAC Executive Committee. 

* Lack of a sufficient number of teachers 
impedes any large-scale expansion of China's 
system of medical education. To overcome 
this shortage the Chinese Medical Associa- 
tion has suggested that the Ministry of 
Education invite foreign teachers to C ina, 
and that the Government use all possible 
means to get medical personnel now in 
Occupied China or abroad to return to 
Free China. It also favors sending stu- 
dents to this country for further training 
to equip them for teaching. Establishment 
of research departments in China’s own 
medical schools would be valuable for 
training teaching personnel, but such a 
step is contingent ' on securing the necessary 
laboratory supplies and equipment. Dr. Tsai 
pointed out that this cannot be done until 
the basic problem of transportation is 
solved. 

There are at present in Free China 24 
medical colleges of which 18 offer a six- 
year course and 6 ive a four-year course. 
The C' inese Medical Association has sub- 
mitted to the Ministry of Education resolu- 
tions calling for 26 additional medical 



colleges and requiring all the schools to 
operate four-year courses, which would have 
the effect of creating 18 additional col- 
leges. Another proposal which would enable 
the medical schools to increase their num- 
ber of graduates is to inaugurate accel- 
erated courses, but Dr. Tsai fears such in- 
tensive training might be injurious to the 
health of the students which has already 
suffered from food shortages. However, im- 
provement in student health has resulted 
from the additional grants of food and 
money made by the Government. At National 
Central University Medical School each stu- 
dent must undergo a yearly medical examina- 
tion and anyone suspected of lung lesions 
is suspended for a time. Dr. Tsai emphasized 
the importance of maintaining the health of 
faculty and students if an expanded program 
of medical education is to be carried out 
successfully. 

One step forward has already been made 
by increasing the number of students in each 
class. The size of the average class in all 
the medical colleges has grown from 30 to 60 
or 70 students during the past few years. 



U.S. HONORS DR. LIM WITH LEGION OF MERIT 

Dr f Robert K.S. Lim’s services to the 
Allied cause have been publicly recognized 
by the United States-. At the same ceremony 
at which Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek ms 
awarded the Legion of Merit in the degree 
of Chief Commander, the order in the degree 
of Officer was bestow r ed on Dr. Lim. 
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ABMAC DIRECTOR FINDS MORALE HIGH AT CHANGSHA FRONT „ 



After six years of war the morale 
and physical condition of soldiers at 
the Changsha front remains excellent. 

This was the conclusion reached by the 
Chairman of ABMAC* s Executive Committee, 
Alfred Kohlberg, after a tour of the 9th 
War Area between August 8th and 16th. 

Mr. Kohlberg, who flew to China in July 
at the invitation of Chinese health offi- 
cials, went to the front as the personal 
deputy of Surgeon-General * Loo Chih-teh. 
Changsha is not a show front, Mr. Kohlberg 
being one of the very few foreigners ever 
to visit it. 

Everywhere in the 9th War Area Mr. 
Kohlberg found officers eager to learn of 
new developments in the field of medicine. 
It was during this visit to the front that 
arrangements were made to have* the Chinese 
Blood Bank set up in Changsha. Military 
commanders and medical officers emphasized 
the scarcity of essential medicines. 

At a meeting of 
the Executive Commit- 
tee on October 23rd, 

Mr. Kohlberg, not yet 
fully recovered from 
an attack of malignant 
malaria, made a report 
on his trip. He also 
displayed a collection 
of wood-cuts used at 
the front to instruct 
troops how to act in 
battle and how to use 
various weapons. Some 
of these posters are 
reproduced in this is- 
sue, along with high- 
lights from Mr. Kohl- 
berg’s report. 



Highlights of A Trip To The Front 

"Leaving the 5th Branch EMSTS with 
ifty aide. Dr. Wong Kai Shi, a Colonel in 
the Army Medical Corps, I walked for a 
mile through a thunderstorm to the rail- 
road station at Tung-an. There the en- 
tire student body of 65 medical officers 
and most of the faculty insisted on lin- 
ing up at attention alongside my car. 

Only after a short farewell speech, which 
Dr. Wong translated, and the proper bugle 
call could I prevail upon them to return 
to shelter just before the train pulled 
out of the station. 

"After an eight hour ride we reached 
Hengyang at 11 P.M. We took rickshaws 
around the outskirts of the sleeping town, 
crossed the river by sampan and then took 
rickshaws to the East Station. On the way 

(continued on page 3) 
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EDITORIAL 



Area, General Feng. It was due to his in- 
sistence that the 5th Branch EMSTS was es- 
tablished at Tung-an to serve the 9th War 
Area. General Feng favored an EMSTS course 
for generals serving as administrative med- 
ical officers to enable them to keep as up- 
to-date as their subordinates who have had 
the benefit of EMSTS training. 

Credit is also due the EMSTS for. the 
excellent sanitary conditions Mr. Kohlberg 
saw throughout the 9th War Area. Latrines, 
•waste disposal systems, bathing and washing 
facilities, and wells were all constructed 
on lines worked out by EMSTS engineers. 



It is gratifying to the ABMAC Board 
of Directors to have the wisdom of their 
policy of cooperating with the Emergency 
Medical Service Training Schools so amply 
attested by Alfred Kohlberg* s findings at 
the Changsha front. On the staffs of most 
of the hospitals and headquarters visited 
by Mr. Kohlberg graduates of the EMSTS are 
active in directing the work of medical and 
sanitary units. 

From the 95th Military Hospital 16 of- 
ficers and 30 soldiers had been sent to 
the Central School at Kweiyang. All these 
officers are still serving the army, some 
in the hospital and others with troop units 
at the front or in the Zone of Communica- 
tions. The soldiers had been promoted to 
the rank of sergeant and put in charge of 
dressing stations. 

At the 59th Divisional Hospital six of 
the seven medical officers were graduates 
of the EMSTS, while the seventh was attend- 
ing the 5th Branch school at the time of Mr. 
Kohlberg *s visit. On the medical staff of 
the 4th Army Headquarters there were five 
graduates of the EMSTS three .months course 
and five officers who, having already taken 
the first half of the two-year course, were 
serving in the army for a year before re- 
turning to Kweiyang to complete their train- 
ing. At the 99th Divisional Headquarters 19 
of the 30 medical officers were graduates of 
the EMSTS. 

Additional testimony as to the effec- 
tiveness of EMSTS training was given by the 
Director of Medical Service of the 9th War 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETS 

The fall meeting of ABMAC* s Board of 
Directors was held November 9th. Reports 
on the medical situation in China were made 
by Alfred Kohlberg and Dr. George Bachman, 
our representative recently returned from 
China. The Board unanimously resolved: 

The Directors of the American Bureau 
for Medical Aid to China recognize the self- 
less devotion of Dr. Robert K.S. Lim to the 
ideals of the medical profession, and his 
great contributions to the sanitary and med- 
ical services of the Chinese Army through 
six years of war. The improvements in mili- 
tary-sanitation introduced by Dr. Lim and 
the graduates of his Emergency Medical Ser- 
vice Training Schools have so reduced mor- 
tality from disease that it is estimated 
more than a million front-line Chinese sol- 
diers, who would otherwise have succumbed to 
illness, have been preserved to fight for 
China and for the United Nations. Further- 
more, the mobile units of the Medical Relief 
Corps which Dr. Lim organized have cared for 
thousands of soldiers wounded in battle for 
the common cause of freedom. Therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, that the Directors of the 
American Bureau for Medical Aid to China ex- 
press to Dr. Robert K. S. Lim, to Surgeon- 
General Loo Chih-teh, to Minister of War Ho 
Ying-chin, and to Dr. Lim's Supreme Command- 
er, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, their 
appreciation of the unselfish devotion, the 
inspired vision and the practical leadership 
that have distinguished the irreplaceable 
services of Dr. Lim to the cause of China 
and of all the United States. 



HIGHLIGHTS OF A TRIP TO THE FRONT 
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we passed a road lined with coffins which 
had apparently been put there at night to 
await proper daylight burial. 

"We took a sleeping compartment and 
awoke at 5 A. M. at Hsiang- tan where the 
railroad ends and the ’Roadless Area’ be- 
gins. The high concrete bridge over the 
river had been destroyed, and as we went 
downriver on a crowded little steamer we 
could see portions of the destroyed rail- 
road roadbed at places near the shore. 
Arriving at Changsha about noon we took 
rickshaws through the deserted streets to 
Medical Relief Corps headquarters in a 
partially destroyed house. Here we met 
Dr. Tong, a typical MRC doctor; youhg, 
English-speaking, with all the confidence 
gained by several years’ experience at 
the front. We called at the Hsiangya hos^ 
pital where Mr. Elliot invited me to stay 
at his house, an offer I gladly accepted. 

"That afternoon I received a partial 
education in the organization of a War 
Area and in the operations of the various 
commands and units. The entire 9th War 
Area was commanded by General Hsueh, the 
victor of the three battles of Changsha. 
Serving on his staff as Director of Medi- 
cal Service is Major General Feng Chi 
Chung in charge of all medical units of 
this Area. Under his command is General 
Feng Tze Hsin, Director of Medical Ser- 
vice of the Zone of Communication. The 
medical units of the rear are under the 
Aiiny Medical Administration. All medical 
officers of the Combat and Communication 
Zones are appointed by the Supreme Com- 
mander of the War Area, not by the AMA. 
The Army Commander receives NC$45,000 a 
month for medical supplies .with which he 
is expected to keep all his medical units 
supplied with locally purchased medicines 
and drugs. 

We Visit Several Hospitals 

"Next morning after an early break- 
fast with the two Generals Feng, we went 
to the small hospital run by the Medical 



Relief Corps of the Chinese Red Cross. It 
handles only surgical cases sent here by 
the Military Hospital, and about 200 out- 
patients daily who suffer mainly from ul- 
cers caused by neglected scabies. 

"The 77th Receiving Station, a hospi- 
tal of 100 to 200 beds, was our next stop. 
Only half the beds were set up but the addi- 
tional 100 were ready for emergencies. 'I 
found this a common arrangement in many of 
the hospitals visited, as it permits econo- 
mical operation in quiet periods and rapid 
expansion to meet emergencies. A stretcher 
bearer company was attached as orderlies 
and their barracks proved to be as spotless 
as the hospital. 

"Next we visited the 95th Military Hos- 
pital which, having been partly destroyed by 
bombing and by the battles of Changsha, now 
consists of 600 beds. It has 200 beds for 
medical cases, 200 for surgical, and 200 for 
lightly wounded and convalescents, with a 
major in command of each group. There is a 
small isolation ward which has been useful 
at various times in the past when epidemics 
of smallpox, relapsing fever and meningitis 

(continued on page 5) 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF A TRIP TO THE FRONT 
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had occurred. When I was there the most 
common diseases were dysentery and T. B. 
Conditions of sanitation and cleanliness 
were top notch. As there was no X-ray 
and little laboratory equipment this kind 
of work had to be sent to the nearby MRC 
or British Red Cross hospital. 

A Labor Battalion Near Changsha 

" After a breakfast given for me the 
following day by General Chang Teh Nun, 
Commanding General of the 4th Anny, we 
went by car to the barracks of a labor 
battalion on the outskirts of the city. 
Only about a month earlier the 4th Army 
had been relieved at the front and had 
been brought back to garrison Changsha 
and its environs. This labor battalion 
was quartered in what had formerly been 
a factory. The barracks were spotless, 
walls whitewashed, each man’s belongings 
rolled inside his blanket on his bed as 
was the universal practice in this Area, 
and the rifles stacked in a^ row against 
the wall. Sanitary arrangements were 
excellent and my inspection of the men 
revealed them to be sturdy except for 
some signs of scabies. An air alarm 
forced us to take cover under the trees, 
but the planes proved to be U.S. P-40’s. 

"We took horses and rode along the 
trails of the roadless area for a few 
miles to the billet of an Advance Company, 
a sort of Chinese Commando' unit. Their 
quarters were brand new as the unit had 
come back from the front line only two 
weeks ago. These men seemed to be in 
even better physical condition than the 
men of the labor battalion having no 
signs of scabies. 

Tomb of 10,000 Hen 

"A mile from here we passed the so- 
called ’Tomb of 10,000 Men’. This is a 
large mound about 100 feet in diameter, 
containing the bodies of more than 2,000 
Japanese left behind unburned when the 
Japs were defeated on the outskirts of 



Changsha in 1941. A stone inscription by 
General Hsueh reads, ’Japanese, rest in 
this grave so your families may feel bet- 
ter about your fate. 

59th Division Hospital 

’’After more painful horseback riding 
we reached the 59th Division Hospital. A 
medical company was drawn up for inspec- 
tion. Although the men were smaller and 
not as sturdy as those in groups I had 
previously reviewed, their condition ap- 
peared perfectly satisfactory. The 59th 
is a field hospital which moves with the 
Division, taking in medical cases in quiet 
times. Due to improved medical conditions 
it has not had over 70 cases at any one 
time during the past two years. Only 100 
beds were set up with 200 more ready for 
emergencies, while in time of battle it 
could handle between 500 and 600 wounded. 
At the time of my visit only 14 patients 
were in the hospital. Men were sent here 
from the regiments and battalions of this 
division, very severe cases being trans- 
ferred back to the Military Hospital in 
the Communication Zone. 

”0n our horses once again we rode up 
and down hill, in places climbing over re- 
mains of destroyed *roads and railroad em- 
bankments. My horsemanship is far from 
expert so while going down steep declivi- 
ties and up sharp inclines and while jump- 
ing ditches in the rice fields I was not 
as certain of sticking to the saddle as I 
tried to make out. A few miles south of 
Changsha we crossed the river in a small 
boat, landing on a sandbank. After walk- 
ing a mile or two we were met by horses 
which we rode to the Headquarters of the 
90th Division of the 4th Army. 

Headquarters on College Campus 

’’Troops and a submachine gun company 
were drawn up at attention and a brass 
band played as we approached the campus. 

(continued on page 6 ) 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF A TRIP TO THE FRONT 
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Inspection showed the men to be in excel- 
lent condition. After lunching with the 
Chief of Staff, General Hsueh (brother of 
the Supreme Commander) and General Wang, 
Assistant to the General commanding the 
90th Division, we began a tour of inspec- 
tion. Sanitary arrangements were excel- 
lent. All blankets were spotless and 
rolled up in the usual front area style. 
Guns rested on top of the bedding all 
ready to go. Everywhere the walls were 
whitewashed and lime or a similar sub- 
stance was freely used. 

o 

"A small medichl unit attached to 
headquarters had a room for surgical dress- 
ings, consisting of benches with a simple 
foot rest. There were a few dozen beds, 
not many of which were occupied. 

Chinese U.S.O. 

"A large auditorium was used as the 
classroom for political ihstruction. At 
almost every unit I visited political in- 
struction based on Sun Yat Sen's Three 
Principles was imparted to the troops at 
regular intervals. Instruction in mili- 
tary tactics was given to junior officers; 
the medical units delivered health talks, 
and what is called "common people talk", 
such as Chinese history and geography, was 
also given. These gathering rooms take 
the place of our U.S.O. clubhouses but 
without the entertainment features. At 
this headquarters there was a recreation 
room with some simple games and books for 
the men, but the majority of units had no 
such recreational facilities. 

"It was nearly dark when we rode back 
to the sandbank where our boat was moored. 
We went down the river to the island from 
which Changsha took its name. This was 
directly opposite the city and just at 
dark we briefly visited the field hospi- . 
tal, which was similar to that of the 
59th Division and equally clean. From 
the hospital we walked down the island to 
a restaurant with a large lawn overlook- 
ing the river toward Changsha. There a 



dinner had been arranged for us by the 
Commander of the 4th Army, General Chung 
Teh Nun. 

"The following morning we boarded a 
small launch to go north toward the front. 
With us went General Feng Tze Hsin, Col. 

Lion Tsang Yuen, Director of the Medical 
Service of the 4th Army, Dr. Tang Won Ning, 
of the MRC, and Dr. C. C. Lin, Dean of 5th 
Branch EMSTS and Director of the MRC for 
the 9th War Area. Four hours later we were 
met at Hsiang Yih by a delegation from the 
99th Division of the 99th Army, including a 
brass band. The favorite mule of the Gen- 
eral commanding the Division was put at my 
disposal while the others, even the gener- 
als, were given mere horses. Our plan was 
to make a circle of about 40 miles, inspect- 
ing various units on the my. 

How Civilians Aid the Army 

"Soon we reached Headquarters of the 
Division of Supply. At luncheon I sat next 
to the Magistrate of Hsiang Yin Hsien, an 
army man who had been appointed to organize 
the hsien. He told me that he had mobil- 
ized civilians in this combat area into 340 
units, each consisting of 10 stretchers and 
20 bearers. A relay system had been worked 
out so that each set of bearers carried the 
wounded only about 5 miles to the next unit. 
In this manner the wounded are cleared out 
of the Roadless Area, often from behind the 
Japanese lines. Certain, specified able- 
bodied citizens are not permitted to flee 
the advancing Japs until they come within 
two miles of their village. The mass of 
the people retire to the mountains. As 
far as I could see this country is so full 
of semi-isolated mouhtains and ridges that 
no village should be too far from such a 
place of refuge. When fleeing to the hills 
the people are required to carry with them 
as much food as possible and also to hide 
whatever they can so that the Japanese are 
forced to live on their own supply lines 
as much as possible. 

(continued on page 8) 
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EMSTS UNITS TRAIN C.E.F. MEDICAL OFFICERS 6RIPSH0LM REPATRIATE JOINS ABMAC STAFF 



t 



In India and Yunnan the Chinese Expedi- 
tionary Foroes receive specialized training 
from U. S. Army officers. For the purpose 
of medical training the U.S. Army requested 
the Chinese Army Medical Administration to 
assign a training unit to India and Yunnan. 
Accordingly a unit from the EMSTS was sent 
to each center. 

These are not medical training schools 
but constitute extensions into the field of 
certain features of the regular EMSTS pro- 
gram. The courses last from four to six 
weeks and correspond to the Medical Field 
Service Training Courses given at the Cen- 
tral EMSTS at Kweiyang. The centers are 
financed by the Chinese Government but the 
salaries and certain expenses of the units 
are borne directly by the EMSTS. 

Dr. Robert Lim, who has been relieved 
of his post as Director of the EMSTS, serves 
as liaison officer between the C.E.F. medi- 
cal units and the American officers who are 
in charge of the Yunnan training, center. 



The new heacl of ABMAC ’s China Program 
Division is Edward W. Lee. An American born 
Chinese, educated both in the United States 
and in China, Mr. Lee is particularly fitted 
to bring together the Chinese and American 
groups working to send medical aid to China. 
Mr. Lee was Assistant Manager of the Hong- 
kong Branch of the Shanghai Commercial and 
Savings Bank when the Japs captured Hongkong, 
and he came back on the Gripsholn. 



American Bureau for Medical Aid to China 
Participating in United China Relief 

A dollar bill attached to this blank 
brings the Bulletin for one year. 

I enclose $1 for the Bulletin for one year 
I enclose $ for medical relief, to 

be credited to National War Fund Drive 
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"After lunch we rode about ten miles 
to 99th Division Headquarters where we 
made the usual inspection of the entire 
staff and units. From there we rode on, 
following hill trails and paths between 
rice paddies, to a Stretcher and Ambu- 
lance Company with a small hospital and 
O.P.D. attached. The sanitary arrange- 
ments, similar to those I had already 
seen, were satisfactory. About a mile 
and a half from here we came upon a Sig- 
nal Corps in a very small village. I 
inspected the men and also the latrines, 
kitchens and washing equipment. 

“A couple of miles on horseback took 
us to Divisional Headquarters. There we 
had the usual dinner with the Commanding 
General and some medical officers. That 
night we slept at headquarters which were 
cleaner and more comfortable than any 
hotel I stopped at in China. 

"At 4:50 next morning we were in the 
saddle again to visit a Machine Gun Batta- 
lion and an Artillery Company. At both 
places the sanitary conditions were excel- 
lent with everything whitewashed and even 
the civilian quarters cleaned up. The men 
appeared to be sturdy and well-fed with 
little sign of skin trouble. 

"Our horses now took us to Regimental 
Headquarters where we saw a small hospital 
which had separate wards for the surgical, 
medical and infectious cases. The small 



pharmacy had about the amount of drugs 
that my wife has in our bathrooms, which 
was the case at every unit I visited ex- 
cept where an MRC unit was receiving sup- 
plies from their stock in Kweiyang. The 
sanitary arrangements were satisfactory 
except that the latrines were not quite 
as well kept up as at other places. 

A Long, Hard Ride 

"A ride of about 50 li that nearly 
killed your representative brought us to 
a receiving station. This was a regular 
hospital with separate surgical, medical, 
infectious and isolation wards. Sick and 
wounded are sent here from various medi- 
cal units on their way to the rear. It 
is near a small lake connecting with the 
Hsiang River and the patients are evacu- 
ated by steamer back to Changsha every 
few days. After inspecting the hospital, 
an example of practically perfect sanita- 
tion under Chinese conditions, we rode to 
Hsiang Yin, completing our circle. After 
the usual serenade by a brass band we 
boarded a small launch which brought us 
back to Changsha early that morning. 

"The hext two days were spent in that 
city, visiting medical units and confer- 
ring with the two Generals Feng and other 
medical officers. Early on the morning of 
August 16th we boarded a boat going north 
to Hsiang-Tan and from there went by rail 
back to Hengyang and Kweilin." 
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